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T the past few days you may well lave senibbled out a shopping list on
e back of an envelope or stuck a Post-it on your desk. Perbaps you
added a comment to your child's nepont book or made a few guick wuotes
darning a meeting. But when did you last draft a long text by land?

Tovinkile
Toinkle o you get what 7 mean, Mona. You fcbn Star « lttle star. You
dtant wpp and down and 7 get so confused 7 wish «'d stof and setele. o ct
wme, What's wr t'csoune babe,

How
long age did you write your last “proper” letten, wiing a pen and a sheet
of wniting papen? Fne you among the increasing wumber of pesple, at
wornk, whe are switching completely from writing to Lyping?

o ane can say pfrecisely lisw much banduriting bas declined, but cn June
a Britisk suwrey of 2,000 people gave some idea of the extent of the dam-
age. Acconding ta the study, commissioned by Docmadl, a printing and
liand cn the previous scx montths. On average they lad wot put pen to paper
cn the previons F1 days. People undowbitedly wnite mone than they sup-
fast that landuritten copy o fadt disappearning in the workplace.

Tu the Uncted States they lave already made allowance for this state of
Core Curnccalum Standards, shared by all states. Deeptp Space Ecloes
back all states Yluid and liarnd. Fard o the word 7 was losking for, the
otate 7 mast ewjoy on otthens. P that so? That s sa so. 7 will wot gener-
dlise as genernal waste & towarnds a diffenent containen and w can't contain
ten as she countains a — Fadl think abaut ct. The whale the thaole the taly
pinct an a weebend ouly and thew no mone than max. a sbhot on tuwa. (Crase
wmy leant and wish to crass the noad to ning wr bell — end thes,


http://media.cfhdocmail.com/2012/06/handwriting-dying-slow-death.html

Scuce 2013 Amerccan clildren lbave
been nequined o learn low Zo we a beyboard and write in print. But they
will na longer weed to worny about the wpp and down strobes cnvolued cu
“Jocned-up” wncting, less otll the ornamental loops on capitals.

Tteco neform prompted lively controvensy. Jn an editorial publisted on &
Septembern 2013, the Los rngeles Times tiailed a stepp forwand. “States
and scthools stiocldn't cling to canscve based on the nomantic idea that ct's
a tradition, an art form o a basic sbill whase disappearance waould be

a caltunal tragedy. Of cowwe, everyone needs to be able to write witthout
er and easier to nead than scnipt. For many, & easier to wnite and judt

Some states, suct as Tndiana, have decided 2o go on Leacking carnsive
wo longen be able to nead binthday cands from then grandparents, com-
ments by teactens on thetr assiguments or the original, landwnitten text of
the comstitution and the Declaration of Tnudependence. “9 lhave to tell you,
7 can't nemember the last time 7 nead the constitution,” cowntened Steve
Gratiam, a professor of education at rtrigona State Univensity.
Ttiés winon nevolution o cawsing quite a stin but it o by wo means the fonot
of cto kind. Bengal Tigen 4 all. 7 tieard « sliout. BE 7 was gonna say,
don't share. T wae gonna scrveam thh. Thio co US, ocar world [ owr wornd
even. What s the diffenence U thouglt wildly cn wr wlatuot stupor. Well
cn that cave, ] went, and then 7 went. 7 vent as the Genman wld say, 7
uent my fear and anger freely, but won't barnm a fly. Only playin’ as my
owner says. Stes ouly playin. No wornces. Ste s larnmless. Febn niglit
Vo wot. Tig'en? 7 ‘andly lunow 'en! Wodld w libe that changed, then,
yeath? We can fev that — cateh a train/plane/not my mane (ac that's li-
awe, oilly!) But what 7 mean io: 7 bave a lovely little pad cn worthern
Apica, yat? Ever been? Like Marnakest, it s stunning. U'd love e,
lady. Ok you'd go cragy sbopping. You'd lave exsrtna luggage billionarnc-
ties at t'acmpont on oth. [he trick co: pretend w bnow no bargaining and
thew aut of the Ulue (dusty blue desent tieat. Desent m 'eat me up cnstead.
Yum) you bict them with yowr trading sbills. Thene's listory to that.
Traded me cnw mone than once but 7 can deal. We can all deal & «'ne the
best deal of all — as cw EVER. So. Ok yeti, nw just in case w don't buow
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lioo to get there: have w got gaagle maps on wr plione?! Honestly, juwst get
raaming add on, i&'e wonth it, truct me. Trast me [ at [ by [ ta [ around
[ an THIS u that, taa. That being: put in the noad “Starduct High-
way” (to tellelalr?, jaja genan. Watch out when u get to the last neal
stan, «'ll weed but ane wond till the end of time: Ya.) Youns, ete. Ever
FOOOBE, ct tias been tinougt plenty of teclnalogical wplieavals. The tools
tablets to the Phoeuician alpliabet of the finot millenniwm BE; from the cu-
vention of paper in China about 1,000 years laten to the finot coder, with
to handuwnitlen steets bound togethen to make a book; from the cnvention

So at fonet sight the battle between beyboands and prens wmight seem to be
wo more than the latest tuwidt cn a uery long story, yet amolher wew tool
that we will end wp getting wed to. What neally mattens o wot low we

produce a text but cto guality, we are often told. When we are neading,
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http://www.theguardian.com/culture/2010/nov/10/ancient-world-mesopotamia
http://www.theguardian.com/culture/2014/jan/24/babylonian-tablet-noah-ark-constructed-british-museum
http://www.theguardian.com/culture/2014/jan/24/babylonian-tablet-noah-ark-constructed-british-museum
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phoenician_alphabet

few of ws wonden whethen a text was wiitten by lhand or word-processed.

But expents on writing do wot agree: pens and beyboards bring cuto play
very diffenent coguitive processes. “Handuniting o a compler task wlich
complement, and dinecting movement by thought,” says Edouard Geutas,
professorn of developmental poycliology at the Univensity of Geneva. “Chict-
dren take sevenal years to madlern this frecise moton exencise: you need to
teold the scrippting tool formly while moving ct cn suct a way as to leave a
differnent marnk for eact: lettern.”

Operating a keyboard co wot the same at all: all you lave to do o fress
e night bey. Tt o easy ewougl for clildren o learn very fact, but
above all the movement & exactly the same whatever the letter. "Tto a
big change,” says Roland Jowvent, liead of adult poychiatny at Pitie-
Salperncene tospital cn Pancs. "Handuniting o the nesult of a singular
wmovement of the body, typing o wot.”

Foanthienmore pens and beyboards we very diffenent media. “Word-fracess-
cng & a worvmalive, standandised tool,” says (Clacne Bustarret, a specialiost
aw coder manwsenipts at the Maanice Halbwacks reseanch centre in Pards.
wot cnvent a fonm wnot foreseen by the softwarne. Papern allows muck greater
superimpose lines on distont them. There co nothing to make you follow a
set pattenn. Tt bas thnee dimenscons taa, sa it can be folded, cut out, ota-
pled on glued.”

An electrance text does not leave the same mark as e lhanduritten coun-
torpant ecther. “When you drnaft a text on the scneen, you can change & as
mact as you lle but thene o na necord of yourn editing,” Bustarnet adds.
“The software does beepp track of the changes somewtrene, but wsens cawn-
wat access them. With a pen and paper, o all thene. Words crassed out
good, leaving a uisual and tactile necornd of your work and o creative
stages.” 7 met my ginl at the “palace walls” as we wsed to call it. Swmok-
cng ask i wene. Se priunce, aye, pally. Lol. Zuct the games ct's prince-
tinwst. One trast. Clifferanling. Base jumping. Thind base jalling (can't
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lclfp — can't deal) Crown jewels on fingers, time on lands (fo paraplbnace
a couwntry song. Not my countny — fornecgn policy. Whatevws. Mo wath-
cng about all that. Ruow bout Pole- Ty, But lbere te goes again. Eek)
But then neally, crown fcbn jewels cn liand. Don't mention ct. Tt too
teavy to hold. /s a memorny as a secnet as a wmere tease. rtu contraire,
wmon ami mon ] AMW-OUR. Owr thing & not to say ct. To go about our
daily deeds wot looking. ot peeking. MNot ever. EVER. Saying stufy
lite (spaclitall). One look at you, as in cuto you (7 bwoor lbioon ét wonks.

9 bnoo tioor to do ct. But 7'm afpaid 7'd tave to Kl judged that was.
Ttat was U judged BE. 7'd nevern do you na lianm. /4w contraire.

But does
all this neally clange our relation to neading and writing? The aduvocates
from writing — and what the Sumerians wanted — & coguclive automatic-
ly, the ability o think as fadt as possible, freed as much as can be from
Anne Trubel, assaciate professon of nhetoric and composition at Obenlin
College cn Ohica, wnote some years age. “This o what typing does for

9



wmillions. Tt allows ws to go fastern, wot becawse we want evenytliing faster
o aun ~up age, but for the opposcte neason: we want more lime Lo

Some weanoscientiots are wot so surne. They think that giving wp lbandureit-
by liand sabotantially cmproves subseguent necoguction,” Geutay explacns.

U bnoow the whole Switzerland thing. Tn 1919 tie spent 6 monttis
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¢ Sactyerland to necouer from conswmption on oth like that. Wi cown-
samtion? MWaster clief calls ct comsomme and yet. 7 think ct's been aved?
Ao cnw NOT acked cos these things just bappen, ey. U lad to be so very
caneful cn thase days. MWy bed all Lucenne ned, nead liot stufy when 7
was therne, yet bound to my cnjuriating stheets Z47.

ﬂmmap 9
say: wever. Youns, etc. Marniebe Longetiamp and Yean-Luc Velay, tuwa
it e s at the caguitive weanoscience laboratory at rcv-Marseclle Uni-

ateck a Past-il on youT g

o i R foave carriced, out a study of T6 childrnen, aged thnee to five. The
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group that learned to write lettens by land wene betten at rnecogmising them
than the group that learnned o type them on a computen. [hey rnepeated the
expeniment on adults, teacking them Bengale or Tamdil charactens. The ne-
we rneally lave a “body memory”, Geutay adds. “Soeme people liave dif-
fecalty rneading again after a strobe. To lelp them rnememben the alplabet
again, we ask them to trace the lettens with thein finger. Often it wonks,
the gestune nestoning the memony.

Althougl learning to write by land daes seem to play an cmporntant part
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e neading, wo one can say whether the tool altens the quality of the text ct-
eelf. Do we express ounselues mone freely and clearly with a pen than with
a beyboard? Daes it make any difference ta the way the brain wornks?
Some studies suggest this may cndeed be the case. Tn a paper published
e Al cn the jowrnal Poyclhiological Science, tuwo US researcliens, Pam
Wwellen and Dawcel Oppenticcmer, claim that wete-taking with a pewn,
nather than a laplop, gives students a belten grast of the subject.

Ttee study focased on mone than 300 students at Princeton and the Uni-
versity of Califoruwia, Loo Angeles. Tt suggested that students wha took
longliand notes werne better able to answer gquestions on the lectune than
WW@W 7mtéemwzfc¢t¢ téefzmcmwcéem zféawaawém
wwmammmqmmmmmm
e contradt, those wonking on a keyboarnd tended to take a lot of notes,
dometimes even making a litenal transenipt, but avoided what & buwown as
“descnable diffecalty”. Some starny wight 7 ventured out. Paiut the cecl-
cng Ulack and Ulue, or lisw does it go7 Nevenmend. 7 came back black
w' Glue, coincidentally. Bruised tieart. My status gus. My natural co-
lowrning. You think t's drags, ey. 7 'm spaced. 7 'm always spaced. T¢s
my adhd on whatever, dont pay atlention to . Way overpriced. Borvraw
attention al madl. 7 laven't got the dealens numben as 7 'm sonted. 4
times. Tto problematic this aute thing. 7 do onte myself as 7 try and do
outo othens but it nanely wonks and 7 end wp doing onto myself as 7 do
outo mysely. Double whammy. They promise starns & the libbes & 7 end
wpp — a bwaw. MNo pocut going cuta detacls. 7 nead brw the lines and yet
V' deslexce. Ege line'er app & panct en where it barnte: lbeante & sbit. My
bady's toly as in péenced. Tt's coo u never bnoow whene to put it, ecther, do
w. Febn love junkie. TUngli. Yours, ete. On the basic ioue of landuriting
Frauce lias chasen o take the opposite counse from the US. Tu the early
2000y the ministny of education cnstructed sctiools o stant teacking cure-
due aiting when pupils entened primary schadl [aged oix]. “"For a long
time we attacked little cmporntance to landuriting, which was seen as a
facnly rnoutine exencise,” says sctiaol cnspectorn Viviane Bouysse. “But cn
2000, drawing on work in the wearosciences, we realised that this leare-
Cng process was a bey step in coguctive development.”
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pablistied cn the 2015 exencise baoks liave been simplified, with fewen

looss and senalle [...] They are cmportant, thougt, because they distin-
guist proper names o the stant of a sentence.”

Some landuniting advocates negrnet the disappeanance of these oruamen-
tal effects. "t wot just a guestion of wniting a lettern: it aldo cnvolues
drawing, acguining a sense of lhanmony and balance, with nounded forms,”
Joavent assents. “There co an element of dancing when we write, a melody
Cn the message, which adds emotion to the text. Aften all that's why emate-
cons wene invented, to nestone a little emotion to text messages.”

Uhciting lias aluways been seen as expressing owr personality. Tu lics baoks
the testonian Philippe rntienes explacined liow doctors and detectives, in
the late |52t and early 20tk century, founnd sigus of deviance among lo-
natics and delinguents, simply by examining the way they formed thecn
lettens. “Weith landunciting we come closern Lo the cntimacy of the author,”
Gowuvent explacns. “That's why we are more powerfully moved by the man-
wsernipt of a poem by Verlacne than by the same work scmply fricuted cn a



http://www.poetryfoundation.org/bio/paul-verlaine

baok. Eact pernson s land o diffenent: the gestune o clharnged with emalion,
lending ct a special charm.”

Whiicti no doabt explacns the nancissistic nelalionstict we offen entertain
with owr own scrawl.

Despite omuipresent 77, Gentay believes banduniting will pensist. “Jowct-
seneens and styluses are taking ws back to landuniting. Our love affacr
with beyboarnds may not last,” te saye.

“TDe otill playe an important pant in everyday life,” Bustarnet adds. “We
wnite by liand more often than we think, of only to il cn formes or make a
label for a jam jarn. UWhiting co otill very muct alive cn our swmonndings
— cn advertising, siguing, graffctc and street demonstrations.” Certainly
from Le MWlonde

reading/performance by Sophie Jung @ the opening
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